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1 Thess. 4: Believers who have died

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about 
those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 
who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord 
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are 
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.



1 Thess. 5: The 
day of the Lord

5 Now, brothers and sisters, about 
times and dates we do not need to 
write to you, 2 for you know very 
well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the 
night. 3 While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety,” destruction will 
come on them suddenly, as labor 
pains on a pregnant woman, and 
they will not escape.



2 Thess. 2: Man of Lawlessness

2 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become 
easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether 
by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day 
of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any 
way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man 
of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will 
oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 
worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming 
himself to be God.



2 Thess. 2: Man of Lawlessness

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these 
things? 6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be 
revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already 
at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is 
taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the 
splendor of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance 
with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs 
and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness deceives 
those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth 
and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so 
that they will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have 
not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.



Man of Lawlessness
1. He is a man. A human. Not an angel. Not a demon.
2. He is quintessentially lawless. 
3. And since there is only one who is above all law, namely, God, that is 
what the man of lawlessness claims for himself.
4. He is born for destruction. Paul calls him “the son of destruction”.
5. As a man he is coming, nevertheless, by the power of Satan.
6. Therefore, as a man, he will, nevertheless, have supernatural power. 
7. The man of lawlessness will be unparalleled in his ability to deceive.



The antidote to 
being deceived

Christian Hedonism is the conviction 
that God’s ultimate goal in the world 
(his glory) and our deepest desire (to 
be happy) are one and the same, 
because God is most glorified in us 
when we are most satisfied in him. 
Not only is God the supreme source 
of satisfaction for the human soul, 
but God himself is glorified by our 
being satisfied in him. Therefore, our 
pursuit of joy in him is essential.



Romans 6: United in a resurrection

4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we 
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to 
sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death 
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.



1 Corinthians 15: A new body

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body will they come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to 
life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will 
be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God 
gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives 
its own body. 39 Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, 
animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40 There are also 
heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the 
heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is 
another. 41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the 
stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.



1 Corinthians 15

42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown 
is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: 
“The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-
giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and 
after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the 
second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who 
are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who are 
of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly 
man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man.



1 Corinthians 15

50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has 
been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then 
the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to 
God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.



Philippians 3: Transformed bodies

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so 
that they will be like his glorious body.



2 Corinthians 5

5 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human 
hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our 
heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found 
naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because 
we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly 
dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by 
sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether 
we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for 
the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.



Colossians 3: Appearing with him in glory

3 Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is 
your life, appears, then you also will appear with 
him in glory.
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