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The 
Brutal 
Filter

The hymns we sing didn’t just survive — they ran a gauntlet that eliminated 
99.995% of everything ever written. 

The same filter is running today on contemporary Christian music.



Why the 
church 

sings

1. God commanded it
• Deuteronomy 31:19  “Write down this song and teach it to the 

Israelites and have them sing it, so that it may be a witness for 
me against them.”

• Colossians 3:16  “Let the message of Christ dwell among you 
richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.”

2. Teaches doctrine to ordinary people

3. Encountering God produces praise

4. Song sustains the church through suffering

5. Song builds community

• The through-line: song is not decoration for theology. 
It is theology — embodied, memorized, and carried 
forward by ordinary people across generations. 





13 Movements of 
Congregational Singing

Highlighted by 6 songs teaching about song itself, showing 
continuity of messaging over 1800 years.









“The First Hymn”
Papyrus fragment: P.Oxy 1786
discovered in 1918

Dating to AD280 – oldest known hymn







The First Hymn, 280/2025
Chris Tomlin and Ben Fielding



The First Hymn, 280/2025
Chris Tomlin and Ben Fielding











Be Thou My Vision 
First Baptist Dallas











A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
Grace Community Church











Amazing Grace
Il Divo



























Here I am to Worship
Hillsong Worship









A N C H O R   ·   ★  T H E  P A I R I N G   ·   C L O S I N G  R E V E L A T I O N

Cornerstone  ·  2012
Hillsong (Reuben Morgan, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin / Edward Mote)

The Solid Rock

Edward Mote  ·  1834

“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ 
blood and righteousness…

on Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other 
ground is sinking sand.”

→

178 years

Cornerstone

Hillsong  ·  2012

“Christ alone, Cornerstone — weak made 
strong in the Savior’s love…”

Quotes The Solid Rock word-for-word.

Young people are singing an 1834 hymn without knowing it.  People who love the old hymns are hearing their theology 
in a 2012 Hillsong song.

178 years apart. The same words. The same Rock.





Cornerstone. Hillsong Worship
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