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• Categories of what we believe

• Examples:
• Did Adam have a belly-button?
• The date of Christ’s birth
• Eschatology (millennialism)
• Method of baptism
• Doctrine of Trinity



How do we define 
what is “essential”?

4 questions 



1. Historicity Presence

• Does the doctrine have universal 
historical representation?

• Let us hold fast to that which has 
been believed everywhere, always, by 
everyone.”

• Saint Vincent of Lérins – 5th 
century



2. Explicitly Historical

• Does the history of the church 
confess their centrality?

• If the church has universally believed 
that a certain doctrine is both true 
and central to the Christian faith, 
that doctrine deserves serious 
consideration as being among the 
essentials.



3. Biblical Clarity (Perspicuity)

• Is the doctrine 
represented clearly in 
scripture?

•All that is essential for 
salvation is clear.



4. Explicitly 
Biblical

• Does any passage of scripture explicitly 
teach that a certain doctrine is essential?

• “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal 
life…  Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son”
• John 3:16, 18



4 Questions 
for Defining 
“Essential”

1. Historicity Presence: Does the 
doctrine have universal 
historical representation?
2. Explicitly Historical: Does the 
history of the church confess 
their centrality?
3. Biblical Clarity (Perspicuity): 
Is the doctrine represented 
clearly in Scripture?
4. Explicitly Biblical: Does any 
passage of Scripture explicitly 
teach that a certain doctrine is 
essential? 



Based on that definition… 

What are 
Essentials for 
Salvation?

•Belief in God 
• there is no such thing as an atheistic 

Christian

•Belief in Christ’s deity and humanity 
•1 John 4:2-3; Rom. 10:9

•Belief that you are a sinner in need of 
God’s mercy 
•1 John 1:10, Romans 6:23

•Belief that Christ died on the cross and 
rose bodily from the grave for our sins
•1 Cor 15:3-4, 17

•Belief that faith in Christ is necessary 
• John 3:16, 18



Simplifying Core 
Essentials

• Essentials to get to 
heaven

• Essentials in what we 
teach and practice at 
Woodlawn Christian 
Church













QUESTIONS?
Next week:  

Plan of Salvation



When the Bible speaks, we speak.

When the Bible is silent, we are 
silent.
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