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2020 US 
Religion 
Census 

• Independent Christian Churches and Churches of Christ

• 1.4 million members, trending slightly up

• 4,787 congregations

• average church size 288

• #1 per capita mega churches

• Churches of Christ (non-instrumental)

• 1.4 million members, trending down

• 11,881 congregations

• average church size 120

• Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ)

• 0.4 million members, trending sharply down

• 3,135 congregations

• average church size 127





Key Events of the Independent Christian 
Churches and Churches of Christ



North American 
Christian 

Convention
1927-2018



Bible College Movement: 1920s+
Peak in 1980 with 40 colleges, now less than 20.

* Johnson 1893
* Milligan 1866

* Pacific / Hope 1928

* San Jose / William Jessup 1939

* Atlanta / Point 1919

* Florida / JUFL 1976

* Lincoln 1944

Emmanuel 1965

* Central 1957

* Dallas 1950

* Great Lakes 1945

* Boise 1945

* Ozark 1942

* Cincinnati 1924

* Mid Atlantic 1948
* Kentucky 1919* St. Louis 1956

* Roanoke  1948





Key Events

• 1955 – Directory of the 
Ministry

• 1968 - Disciples 
restructuring 

• form denomination



Note: these numbers are pre-covid



Christ’s Church of the Valley (CCV)

• Founded 1982 in Phoenix

• Men and Church (61/39)

• Family engagement

• if a child is the first person in a 
household to become a Christian, 
there is a 3.5% probability 
everyone else in the household 
will follow.

• Mother: 17%

• Father: 93%

• Largest Christian Church







Distinctives

• Baptism

• Communion

• Scripture

• Church governance / autonomy

• Balance (gospel, social, missions, 
scripture, non-sectarian)

• Entrepreneurial
• Good at seeing new opportunities 

and willing to take initiative and 
risk



Foreign Missions

• Over 1,000 
missionaries

• Raising their own 
support







Christ In Youth 
(CIY)

• Conferences for different 
age groups:

• High School: Move

• Middle School: Believe

• Grade School: Super 
Start

• 60,000+ teenagers per 
year

• Missions: Engage

• Multimedia

• http://www.ciy.com/MOVE

http://www.ciy.com/MOVE






Christian City
Homes: Children, Retirement, 
Disabilities

• 1000 residents

• 96 buildings on 500 acres



I.D.E.S.: 
International 

Disaster 
Emergency 

Fund



ILAD promotes human flourishing 

through educational, economic, and 

social development in language 

communities that are under-

resourced.



Financial 
Resources:
CDF and CFR



Team Expansion

• More than 300 full-time adult 
workers 

• Serving in over 40 countries 

• 70 distinct church planting 
projects

• Attendance: 27,700 per week

• More than 23,000 baptisms



• Christian Standard (1866)

• The Lookout (1888)

• Sunday School and VBS – best selling in U.S.





QUESTIONS?
Next week:  In essentials, unity
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