
At Mt. Sinai
Exodus 21 - 40



Creation and 
Garden of Eden

About 4,000BC (based on Biblical timeline)



Patriarchs
Abraham
Isaac
Jacob (Israel)
Joseph





God reveals 
himself to 
the nation of 
Israel











Outline of 2nd half of Exodus:
Mount Sinai

• Chapters 20-24: 
• 10 commandments and Mosaic covenant

• Chapters 25-31: 
• Instructions for the Tabernacle

• Chapters 32-34: 
• Golden calf

• Chapters 35-40: 
• Building the Tabernacle



Mount Sinai



Mount Sinai (Mount Horeb)

• 3 months to get from Egypt to 
Mount Sinai

• 1 year at Mount Sinai
• Moses goes up and down the 

mountain 7-8 times
• In Exodus, Moses receives ten 

commandments and 42 laws.
• Total number of laws is 613.



God’s Covenants with Israel
• Abraham

• Genesis 12:2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing.

• Moses
• Exodus 19:5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 

treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’

• David
• 2 Samuel 7:12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 16 Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 
established forever.’”

• New (Messianic)
• Jeremiah 31:31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with 

the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.





The Book of the Covenant: 
42 Social & Civil Laws

• Wrongs must be made right, but punishment must be 
proportionate. 
• Exodus 21:6 “If a fire breaks out and spreads into thornbushes so that it 

burns shocks of grain or standing grain or the whole field, the one 
who started the fire must make restitution.

• Exodus 21:22 “If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she 
gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender 
must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and the 
court allows. 23 But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for 
life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.



The Book of the Covenant

• Compassionate – protect weak/marginalized – uphold justice
• Exodus 22:21 “Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, for you were 

foreigners in Egypt. 22 Do not take advantage of the widow or the 
fatherless. 23 If you do and they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their 
cry. 24 My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword; your 
wives will become widows and your children fatherless. 25 If you lend 
money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not treat it like a 
business deal; charge no interest. 26 If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a 
pledge, return it by sunset, 27 because that cloak is the only covering your 
neighbor has. What else can they sleep in? When they cry out to me, I 
will hear, for I am compassionate.



Death penalties in the Book of Covenant
• Murder
• Attack father or mother
• Curse father or mother
• Kidnapping
• Kill unborn baby
• Irresponsible owner of bull that kills someone
• Sorcery
• Sexual relation with animal
• Sacrifice to any other god



Three Annual Pilgrimage Festivals in Exodus 23
• Festival of Unleavened Bread

• 7 days following Passover
• Early spring

• Festival of Harvest
• Festival of Firstfruits
• Pentecost (50 days after Passover)
• Late spring

• Festival of Ingathering
• Feast of Tabernacles / Booths
• Fall



The Covenant
24:3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they 
responded with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.” 4 Moses then 
wrote down everything the LORD had said.
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, 
“We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will 
give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for 
their instruction.”
15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of 
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and 
on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the 
Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the 
mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he 
stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.



Instructions for 
the Tabernacle

•God wants to be 
with his people.
•God is holy.



The Ark
25:10 “Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a 
half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a 
half high. 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, 
and make a gold molding around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for 
it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one 
side and two rings on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia 
wood and overlay them with gold. 14 Insert the poles into 
the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 15 The poles are 
to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be 
removed. 16 Then put in the ark the tablets of the covenant 
law, which I will give you.





Golden Calf
25 Moses saw that the people were running wild and that 
Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a 
laughingstock to their enemies. 26 So he stood at the 
entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, 
come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him.
27 Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God 
of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go 
back and forth through the camp from one end to the 
other, each killing his brother and friend and 
neighbor.’” 28 The Levites did as Moses commanded, and 
that day about three thousand of the people 
died. 29 Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to 
the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and 
brothers, and he has blessed you this day.”



Tent of Meeting
33:7 Now Moses used to take a tent and 
pitch it outside the camp some distance 
away, calling it the “tent of 
meeting.” Anyone inquiring of 
the LORD would go to the tent of meeting 
outside the camp. 8 And whenever Moses 
went out to the tent, all the people rose 
and stood at the entrances to their 
tents, watching Moses until he entered the 
tent.



Tent of Meeting
33:9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would come down and stay at the 
entrance, while the LORD spoke with 
Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar 
of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, 
they all stood and worshiped, each at the 
entrance to their tent. 11 The LORD would speak 
to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a 
friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, 
but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not 
leave the tent.



Building the Tabernacle







Glory of God on mountain
33:18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to 
pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my 
name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you 
cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where 
you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I 
will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my 
hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be 
seen.”



What do we learn about God?



Introducing God: The Pentateuch
Wilbur Reid



1. Creation: Gen 1-2
• A God who creates
• Yahweh/Jehovah (2:4)
• Elohim (1:1)

2. Fall of Man: Gen 3-10
• A God who is holy

3. Abraham: Gen 11-23
• A God who blesses
• El Shaddai (17:1)
• El Elyon (14:18)
• Adonai (15:2)
• El Olam (21:33)
• Jehovah Jireh (22:14)
• El Roi (16:13)

4. Isaac and Jacob: Gen 24-36
• A God who is with me

5. Joseph: Gen 37-50

• Foreshadowing of Christ

6. In Egypt: Ex 1-12
• A God who knows
• A God who fights
• A God who saves

7. To Mt. Sinai: Ex 13-20
• A God who is gracious
• Jehovah Nissi (17:15)
• Jehovah Rapha (15:26)
• El Qanna (20:5)

8. Law from Mt. Sinai: Ex 21-40
• A God who is slow to anger
• A God who is holy
• A God who is jealous
• Jehovah Mekoddishkem (31:13)

9. Leviticus
• A God who is covenantally loyal

10. Numbers
11. Deuteronomy

• A God who loves



Notes

• Dr. Laura letter
• https://www.way.org.il/the-law-of-moses

https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-teachings/believers-jesus-follow-weird-primitive-laws-moses-god-gave-torah-anyways/?network=g&placement=&target=&campaignid=19758812114&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAgoq7BhBxEiwAVcW0LOD0-uhNWAgvxPjpJs3PsDzyowqqO6pARvImh_o81v1OMNQsEhXjSxoCS4sQAvD_BwE
https://www.way.org.il/the-law-of-moses


Jesus and the Law
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, 
until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will 
by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone 
who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.



Jesus and the Law

Matt. 7:12 So in everything, do 
to others what you would 
have them do to you, for 
this sums up the Law and 
the Prophets.



Jesus and 
the Law

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”







• absolute laws (10 commandments, repeated in NT) vs case law
• Harvest edge of fields - principles



New (Messianic) 
Covenant

Jeremiah 31:31 “The days are coming,” 
declares the LORD,

“when I will make a new 
covenant
with the people of Israel

and with the people of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant

I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand

to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,

though I was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD.
33 “This is the covenant I will make with 
the people of Israel

after that time,” declares 
the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,

and they will be my people.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Creation and  Garden of Eden About 4,000BC (based on Biblical timeline)
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: God reveals himself to the nation of Israel
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Outline of 2nd half of Exodus: Mount Sinai
	Slide 11: Mount Sinai
	Slide 12: Mount Sinai (Mount Horeb)
	Slide 13: God’s Covenants with Israel
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: The Book of the Covenant:  42 Social & Civil Laws
	Slide 16: The Book of the Covenant
	Slide 17: Death penalties in the Book of Covenant
	Slide 18: Three Annual Pilgrimage Festivals in Exodus 23
	Slide 19: The Covenant
	Slide 20: Instructions for the Tabernacle
	Slide 21: The Ark
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Golden Calf
	Slide 24: Tent of Meeting
	Slide 25: Tent of Meeting
	Slide 26: Building the Tabernacle
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Glory of God on mountain
	Slide 30: What do we learn about God?
	Slide 31: Introducing God: The Pentateuch Wilbur Reid
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: Notes
	Slide 34: Jesus and the Law
	Slide 35: Jesus and the Law
	Slide 36: Jesus and the Law
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: New (Messianic) Covenant

