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About 4,000BC (based on Biblical timeline)



About 
2,350 BC



Abraham

2053 - 1878BC (175 years)



Isaac





Joseph
37 Jacob lived in the land where his father had 
stayed, the land of Canaan.
2 This is the account of Jacob’s family line.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the 
flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons 
of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father 
a bad report about them.
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other 
sons, because he had been born to him in his old 
age; and he made an ornate robe for him. 4 When his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than any 
of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind 
word to him.



Joseph’s Dreams
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 
brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said 
to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were 
binding sheaves of grain out in the field when 
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while 
your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 
down to it.”
8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to 
reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And 
they hated him all the more because of his 
dream and what he had said.



Joseph’s Dreams
9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to 
his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another 
dream, and this time the sun and moon and 
eleven stars were bowing down to me.”
10 When he told his father as well as his 
brothers, his father rebuked him and said, 
“What is this dream you had? Will your mother 
and I and your brothers actually come and bow 
down to the ground before you?” 11 His brothers 
were jealous of him, but his father kept the 
matter in mind.





Egyptian Dynasties (traditional dating)
• Early Dynastic Period: 3000-2686 BC, 1st – 2nd Dynasties
• Old Kingdom: 2686 – 2125 BC, 3rd – 7th Dynasties

• Pyramids and Sphynx

• First Intermediate Period: 2160 – 2055 BC, 9th – 11th 
Dynasties

• Middle Kingdom: 2055 – 1650 BC, 11th – 13th 
Dynasties
• Time of Joseph

• Second Intermediate Period: 1650 – 1550 BC, 14th – 17th 
Dynasties

• New Kingdom: 1550 – 1069 BC, 18th – 20th Dynasties
• Time of Moses/Exodus (1446?), King Tut, Nefertiti, and Rameses 

I, II, III
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Pharoah’s Dream
41 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was 
standing by the Nile, 2 when out of the river there came up seven 
cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 3 After them, 
seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood 
beside those on the riverbank. 4 And the cows that were ugly and 
gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up.

5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of 
grain, healthy and good, were growing on a single stalk. 6 After them, 
seven other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched by the east 
wind. 7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full 
heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream.

8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the 
magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, 
but no one could interpret them for him.



Pharoah’s Dream
9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am 
reminded of my shortcomings. 10 Pharaoh was once angry 
with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief 
baker in the house of the captain of the guard. 11 Each of 
us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a 
meaning of its own. 12 Now a young Hebrew was there 
with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him 
our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each 
man the interpretation of his dream. 13 And things turned 
out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to 
my position, and the other man was impaled.”
14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought 
from the dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his 
clothes, he came before Pharaoh.



Pharoah’s Dream
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can 
interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear 
a dream you can interpret it.”
16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will 
give Pharaoh the answer he desires.”
17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing 
on the bank of the Nile, 18 when out of the river there came up 
seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the 
reeds. 19 After them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and 
very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the 
land of Egypt. 20 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows 
that came up first. 21 But even after they ate them, no one 
could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as 
before. Then I woke up.



Pharoah’s Dream
22 “In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, 
growing on a single stalk. 23 After them, seven other heads 
sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by the east 
wind. 24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven 
good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none of them 
could explain it to me.”
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh 
are one and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what 
he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, 
and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is 
one and the same dream. 27 The seven lean, ugly cows 
that came up afterward are seven years, and so are the 
seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: 
They are seven years of famine.











Joseph reveals himself
45 Then Joseph could no longer control 
himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, 
“Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was 
no one with Joseph when he made himself known to 
his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household 
heard about it.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my 
father still living?” But his brothers were not able to 
answer him, because they were terrified at his 
presence.



Joseph reveals himself
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to 
me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your 
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And 
now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to 
save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two 
years now there has been famine in the land, and 
for the next five years there will be no plowing and 
reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve 
for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by 
a great deliverance.



Joseph reveals himself
8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but 
God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now 
hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what 
your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all 
Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You shall 
live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, 
your children and grandchildren, your flocks and 
herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you 
there, because five years of famine are still to come. 
Otherwise you and your household and all who 
belong to you will become destitute.’









What do we learn about God?



Introducing God: The Pentateuch
Wilbur Reid



Egyptian Dynasties (traditional dating)
• Early Dynastic Period: 3000-2686 BC, 1st – 2nd Dynasties
• Old Kingdom: 2686 – 2125 BC, 3rd – 7th Dynasties

• Pyramids and Sphynx

• First Intermediate Period: 2160 – 2055 BC, 9th – 11th Dynasties
• Middle Kingdom: 2055 – 1650 BC, 11th – 13th Dynasties

• Time of Joseph

• Second Intermediate Period: 1650 – 1550 BC, 14th – 17th 
Dynasties

• New Kingdom: 1550 – 1069 BC, 18th – 20th Dynasties
• Time of Moses/Exodus (1446?), King Tut, Nefertiti, and Rameses I, II, III

• Third Intermediate Period: 1069 – 664 BC, 21st – 25th Dynasties
• Later Period: 664 – 30 BC, 26th – 31st Dynasties

• Persian, Greek, and Roman rule
• Time of Alexander the Great and Cleopatra (last Pharoah)
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