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Creation and 
Garden of Eden



The Fall – Genesis 3
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the 
wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You 
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.”



The Fall
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate 
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings 
for themselves.
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of 
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God 
called to the man, “Where are you?”



The Fall
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I 
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?”
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with 
me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 
ate it.”
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 
this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.”





The Fall
21 The LORD God made garments of skin for 
Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And 
the LORD God said, “The man has now become 
like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must 
not be allowed to reach out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live 
forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from 
the Garden of Eden to work the ground from 
which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the 
man out, he placed on the east side of the 
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming 
sword flashing back and forth to guard the 
way to the tree of life.



Romans 5
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned—

For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace 
and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the 
many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The 
judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many 
trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, 
death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s 
abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ!
18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also 
one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through 
the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the 
obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
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6 When human beings began to increase in 
number on the earth and daughters were 
born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the 
daughters of humans were beautiful, and they 
married any of them they chose. 3 Then 
the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend 
with humans forever, for they are 
mortal; their days will be a hundred and 
twenty years.”



Noah
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw 
how corrupt the earth had become, for all 
the people on earth had corrupted their 
ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going 
to put an end to all people, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them. I am 
surely going to destroy both them and the 
earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of 
cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it 
with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how 
you are to build it:

















God’s covenant with Noah

• 9 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number and fill the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you 
will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, 
on every creature that moves along the ground, and on all the fish in 
the sea; they are given into your hands. 3 Everything that lives and 
moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I 
now give you everything.



God’s covenant with Noah

7 As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth 
and increase upon it.”
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 “I now establish my 
covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with 
every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all 
the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every 
living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never 
again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.”





Tower of 
Babel







Three Biblical Races (sons of Noah)
--------------------------
Hamites: green
Semites: red
Japhethites: blue



Controversies in 
Genesis 1-11
• Creation

• Age of Earth
• Big Bang, evolution, intelligent design, etc.
• Old Earth vs Young Earth

• Inconsistencies (theory of J and P sources)
• Creation: chapters 1 and 2. Order.
• Flood.

• J: Seven clean, heavy rain, 40 days + 3 weeks when birds sent
• P: two of each, waters from the deep, a year and 10 days

• Population growth
• Lifespan of people before the flood
• Nephilim

• 6:4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of 
humans and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.

• Flood
• Regional vs global
• Ark and animals



What do we learn about God?



Introducing God: The Pentateuch
Wilbur Reid





Evidence of major flood

• Rock layers
• Fossils
• Flood legends in 300 cultures



Documentary Hypothesis (JEPD Theory)
• The Pentateuch was compiled from 4 main sources: J, E, P, and D.

• There are two creation stories because there are two sources.
• Genesis 1: E – Elohist

• Calls God Elohim
• Reflects traditions of the northern kingdom (Israel)
• Style

• Prefers narrative style and stories of warning
• God is distant and speaks in dreams
• Stresses the prophetic

• Genesis 2: J - Yahwist (Jehovah)
• Calls God Yahweh
• Reflects traditions of the southern kingdom (Judah)
• Style

• Narrative style and stories
• Frequently uses puns
• God is anthropomorphic (has qualities of a man)



1 Corinthians 15

• 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a 
man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as 
in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

• 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the 
last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but 
the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the 
dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven.
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