
1 Kings 12-19
2 Chronicles 10-20







Idols and 
High 

Places



Preparations for Temple

• 30,000 conscripted laborers to 
Lebanon
• 3 monthly shifts

• 150,000 stonecutters and 
carriers in the hills

• 3,300 foremen

• Construction periods
• Temple: 7 years

• Palace: 13 years



Rehoboam and Jeroboam





Typical transition 
between kings
1 Kings 14:19 The other events 
of Jeroboam’s reign, his 
wars and how he ruled, are 
written in the book of the 
annals of the kings of 
Israel. 20 He reigned for 
twenty-two years and then 
rested with his ancestors. 
And Nadab his son 
succeeded him as king.





Rehoboam, King of Judah
2 Chronicles 12 After Rehoboam’s position as king was established and he had 
become strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned the law of 
the LORD. 2 Because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak king of Egypt 
attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of King Rehoboam. 3 With twelve hundred 
chariots and sixty thousand horsemen and the innumerable troops of 
Libyans, Sukkites and Cushites that came with him from Egypt, 4 he captured 
the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem.
5 Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and to the leaders of Judah 
who had assembled in Jerusalem for fear of Shishak, and he said to them, “This 
is what the LORD says, ‘You have abandoned me; therefore, I now abandon you 
to Shishak.’”
6 The leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The LORD is 
just.”



Rehoboam, King of Judah

7 When the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, this word of the LORD came to 
Shemaiah: “Since they have humbled themselves, I will not destroy them but will 
soon give them deliverance. My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem through 
Shishak. 8 They will, however, become subject to him, so that they may learn the 
difference between serving me and serving the kings of other lands.”
9 When Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem, he carried off the treasures of the 
temple of the LORD and the treasures of the royal palace. He took everything, 
including the gold shields Solomon had made. 10 So King Rehoboam made bronze 
shields to replace them and assigned these to the commanders of the guard on duty 
at the entrance to the royal palace. 11 Whenever the king went to the LORD’s temple, 
the guards went with him, bearing the shields, and afterward they returned them to 
the guardroom.
12 Because Rehoboam humbled himself, the LORD’s anger turned from him, and he 
was not totally destroyed. Indeed, there was some good in Judah….
14 He did evil because he had not set his heart on seeking the LORD.



Asa, King of Judah
1 Kings 15:11 Asa did what was right in the eyes of 
the LORD, as his father David had done. 12 He 
expelled the male shrine prostitutes from the land 
and got rid of all the idols his ancestors had 
made. 13 He even deposed his grandmother 
Maakah from her position as queen 
mother, because she had made a repulsive image 
for the worship of Asherah. Asa cut it down and 
burned it in the Kidron Valley. 14 Although he did 
not remove the high places, Asa’s heart was fully 
committed to the LORD all his life. 15 He brought 
into the temple of the LORD the silver and gold and 
the articles that he and his father had dedicated.



War with Ethiopia (Cush)

2 Chronicles 14:9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out 
against them with an army of a million men 
and 300 chariots, and came as far 
as Mareshah. 10 And Asa went out to meet 
him, and they drew up their lines of battle in 
the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 11 And 
Asa cried to the LORD his God, “O LORD, there 
is none like you to help, between the mighty 
and the weak. Help us, O LORD our God, for 
we rely on you, and in your name we have 
come against this multitude. O LORD, you are 
our God; let not man prevail against you.”



War with Ethiopia (Cush)

12 So the LORD defeated the Ethiopians before Asa 
and before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 13 Asa 
and the people who were with him pursued them 
as far as Gerar, and the Ethiopians fell until none 
remained alive, for they were broken before 
the LORD and his army. The men of Judah carried 
away very much spoil. 14 And they attacked all the 
cities around Gerar, for the fear of the LORD was 
upon them. They plundered all the cities, for 
there was much plunder in them. 15 And they 
struck down the tents of those who had livestock 
and carried away sheep in abundance and 
camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.



Asa’s 
religious 
reforms



Asa’s last 6 years: war with Israel

16 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel throughout 
their reigns. 17 Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and fortified 
Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the territory of Asa 
king of Judah.
18 Asa then took all the silver and gold that was left in the treasuries of 
the LORD’s temple and of his own palace. He entrusted it to his officials 
and sent them to Ben-Hadad…, who was ruling in Damascus. 19 “Let 
there be a treaty between me and you,” he said, “as there was 
between my father and your father. See, I am sending you a gift of 
silver and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he 
will withdraw from me.”



Asa’s last 6 years

7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to 
him: “Because you relied on the king of Aram and not on the LORD your 
God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand. 8 Were 
not the Cushites and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of 
chariots and horsemen Yet when you relied on the LORD, he 
delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the LORD range 
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you 
will be at war.”



Asa’s last 6 years

2 Chronicles 16:11 The events of Asa’s reign, 
from beginning to end, are written in 
the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his 
reign Asa was afflicted with a disease 
in his feet. Though his disease was 
severe, even in his illness he did not 
seek help from the LORD, but only from 
the physicians. 13 Then in the forty-first 
year of his reign Asa died and rested 
with his ancestors.



Judah
Time of peace
Sent teachers
Appointed judges
Allied with Ahab by marriage



Attacked by Moab, Ammon, 
and Mount Seir



Jehoshaphat, Ahab, and Micaiah



• Temple and altars for 
Baal

• Elijah announces 
drought
• Price on his head

• Fed by ravens

• Widow of Zarephath

• Obadiah, palace 
administrator

• After 3 years: challenge 
on Mt Carmel



850 to 1
12 stones
4 large jars x 3
Fire
Heavy rain

Elijah at Mt. 
Carmel







Elijah afraid of Jezebel

1 Kings 19:3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, 
he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the 
wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might 
die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my 
ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the bush and fell asleep.

Travelled 40 days to Mt. Horeb (or Mt Sinai, mountain of God)

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites 
have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to 
death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me 
too.”

11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, 
for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks 
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle 
whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and 
stood at the mouth of the cave.

90 miles

260 miles



Elijah instructed

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God 
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn 
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the 
sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill 
me too.”
15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to 
the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint 
Hazael king over Aram (Syria). 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from 
Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to 
death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put 
to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I 
reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not 
bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him.”



Themes and 
Key Takeaways





The Nation of Israel
Schedule
1. Overview

2. Israel’s Dark Ages: Judges

3. Lights Amid the Darkness: Ruth and Samuel

4. Beginnings of the Monarchy in Israel
1 Sam 8-15

5. Prelude to the reign of David
1 Sam 16 – 2 Sam 5

6. The reign of David
2 Sam 6 - ; 1 Chronicles 28

7. The reign of Solomon
1 Kings 3, 2 Chron 5, 1 Kings 8,11

8. The division of the kingdom and early ministry of Elijah
1 Kings 12-18

9. The divided monarchy in the times of Elijah and Elisha
1 Kings 21-22, 2 Kings 5-7

10. The divided monarch from Jehu to the fall of the northern kingdom
2 Kings 9-17

11. The kingdom of Judah from Hezekiah to the fall of Jerusalem
2 Chron 30, 2 Kings 19-34



Archeology from the divided kingdom







War with Jeroboam
The Israelites fled before Judah, and God delivered them into 
their hands. Abijah and his troops inflicted heavy losses on them, 
so that there were five hundred thousand casualties among 
Israel’s able men. The Israelites were subdued on that occasion, 
and the people of Judah were victorious because they relied on 
the Lord, the God of their ancestors.



Archeology from 
the divided 
kingdom
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