


Joshua



Judges 2

8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred 
and ten… 10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their 
ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the LORD nor what 
he had done for Israel. 11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of 
the LORD and served the Baals. 12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their 
ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and 
worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They 
aroused the LORD’s anger 13 because they forsook him and served Baal and 
the Ashtoreths. 14 In his anger against Israel the LORD gave them into the 
hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their 
enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist. 15 Whenever 
Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat 
them, just as he had sworn to them. They were in great distress.



Judges 2

16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of 
these raiders. 17 Yet they would not listen to their judges but 
prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They 
quickly turned from the ways of their ancestors, who had been 
obedient to the LORD’s commands. 18 Whenever the LORD raised up a 
judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands 
of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for 
the LORD relented because of their groaning under those who 
oppressed and afflicted them. 19 But when the judge died, the people 
returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their 
ancestors, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They 
refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.



Baal and Ashtoreth



Judges





Judges

• 6 major judges
• Othniel
• Ehud
• Deborah
• Gideon
• Jephthah
• Samson

• 6 minor judges
• Shamgar
• Tola
• Jair
• Ibzan
• Elon
• Abdon

• Eli and Samuel are in 1st Samuel

Shamgar
3:31 After Ehud came Shamgar 
son of Anath, who struck down 
six hundred Philistines with an 
oxgoad. He too saved Israel.



Hero: Othniel 
Villain: Cushan-Rishathaim

Aram



Hero: Ehud
Villain: Eglon, King of Moab Ruth, Naomi



Heroes: 
Deborah, 
Barak, Jael

•Villain: Jabin king of Canaan and 
his commander Sisera
•900 iron chariots



Hero: 
Gideon

Villains: Midianites, 
Amorites, and other 
eastern peoples

Abimelek



Hero: 
Jephthah

Villains: 
Ammonites 
and Philistines

Shibboleth



Hero: Samson, the Danite 
Nazirite

Villains: Philistines, Delilah





Danites relocate

• Scouts stop at Micah’s house
• Return with 600 soldiers
• Take idols, shrine, and priest
• Rename Laish to Dan



Tel Dan



A bizarre ending…
• Levite, servant, and concubine/wife

• Gibeah in Benjamin

• 400,000 vs 26,000

• Benjamin almost completely wiped out
• 600 Benjamite men left

• The great oath
• Death to any clan who doesn’t show up at Mizpah

• No marriage
• Jabesh-Gilead (400)

• Festival at Shiloh (200)







Themes and 
Key Takeaways





The Nation of Israel
Schedule
1. Overview

2. Israel’s Dark Ages: Judges

3. Lights Amid the Darkness: Ruth and Samuel

4. Beginnings of the Monarchy in Israel
• 1 Sam 8-15

5. Prelude to the reign of David
• 1 Sam 16 – 2 Sam 5

6. The reign of David
• 2 Sam 6 - ; 1 Chronicles 28

7. The reign of Solomon
• 1 Kings 3, 2 Chron 5, 1 Kings 8,11

8. The division of the kingdom and early ministry of Elijah
• 1 Kings 12-18

9. The divided monarchy in the times of Elijah and Elisha
• 1 Kings 21-22, 2 Kings 5-7

10. The divided monarch from Jehu to the fall of the northern kingdom
• 2 Kings 9-17

11. The kingdom of Judah from Hezekiah to the fall of Jerusalem
• 2 Chron 30, 2 Kings 19-34
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