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The Armor of God
Eph. 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor 
of God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore 
put on the full armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand.



Paul and 
Spiritual 
Warfare

• “For we wanted to come to you—
certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—
but Satan blocked our way” 
• 1 Thessalonians 2:18. 

• “I was given a thorn in my flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to torment me” 
• 2 Corinthians 12:7

• "The God of peace will soon crush 
Satan under your feet“
• Romans 16:20



Spiritual Warfare
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Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God (1741)

• Author: Jonathan Edwards
• American Puritan preacher, theologian, 

intellectual, and philosopher
• Yale at 13, president of Princeton, 

launched the first Great Awakening
• Summary: A powerful sermon 

depicting humanity's precarious 
position before God's judgment and 
the urgency of repentance.

• Quote: "There is nothing that keeps 
wicked men at any one moment out of 
hell, but the mere pleasure of God."





Sinners in 
the Hands of 
an Angry 
God



The Screwtape Letters 
(1942)

• Author: C.S. Lewis
• British professor, writer, and apologist
• 31 letters

• Summary: A satirical correspondence 
between senior demon Screwtape and his 
nephew Wormwood on tempting humans 
away from God. Idea from Hitler.

• "Though I had never written anything more 
easily, I never wrote with less 
enjoyment...But though it was easy to twist 
one's mind into the diabolical attitude, it 
was not fun, or not for long...It almost 
smothered me before I was done.”



Screwtape’s Strategies



Screwtape’s Strategies
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This Present Darkness 
(1986)



Themes
• Prayer as Spiritual Weapon: The novel dramatizes the 

idea that prayer literally empowers angels and restrains 
demons.

• The Reality of Spiritual Warfare: Peretti paints a vivid 
picture of Ephesians 6:12—"our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood.“

• Courage and Truth: Both Marshall and Hank show that 
integrity and faith often require standing against cultural 
pressure.

• Deception of New Age Movements: The UCS represents 
false spiritualities that seem harmless but are deeply 
destructive.





Left Behind series 
(1995-2007)

• Authors: Tim LaHaye, Jerry Jenkins (father of Dallas)

• 16 books, 80 million copies sold, 5 movies

• Summary: What happens on earth after the Rapture, 
when Christians are suddenly taken to heaven and 
those “left behind” must face the Tribulation.

• Quote: “He was gone. All of them were gone. The 
stewardess who had been standing in the aisle—her 
uniform crumpled on the floor. A businessman’s suit 
lay empty in his seat. The air was filled with screams 
and sobs. Rayford Steele’s mind reeled. The Rapture 
had happened, and he had been left behind.”
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Next Week: Defending the Faith
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Twelve 
Unifying 
Themes

1. The Foundation of Faith

What we believe and why 

Luther, Calvin, Campbell

2. Knowing God's Character

His attributes and nature 

Aquinas, Tozer, Packer

3. Authentic Conversion 

What real faith looks like 

Augustine, Edwards

4. The Cost of Discipleship

Following Christ isn't easy 

Bonhoeffer, Chan, Platt

5. Pursuing God's Presence

Intimacy with the Divine 

Kempis, Lawrence, Tozer

6. Spiritual Warfare

The battle for our souls 

Lewis, Edwards, Peretti, LaHaye/Jenkins

7. Defending the Faith

Christianity makes sense

Chesterton, Lewis

8. Christian Worldview and Society

Faith and public life 

Augustine, Chesterton, Colson

9. The Pilgrim's Journey

Life as movement toward God 

Bunyan, Dante, Sheldon

10. Faith, Reason, and Wonder

Christianity appeals to the whole person 

Tolkien, Lewis, Aquinas

11. Life's Purpose

Why are we here? 

Warren, Misc others

12. The Unity of Truth

How it all fits together 

Synthesis



Books, 
ranked 
by 
reading 
level

Rank Title Author Reading Grade Level
Summa Theologica Thomas Aquinas Graduate/16+ Most Difficult ★★★★★

The City of God Augustine Graduate/16+ Most Difficult ★★★★★

Institutes of the Christian Religion John Calvin Graduate/16+ Most Difficult ★★★★★

Divine Comedy Dante Alighieri College/14-16 Very Difficult ★★★★☆

The Christian System Alexander Campbell College/14-16 Very Difficult ★★★★☆

The Everlasting Man G.K. Chesterton College/14-16 Very Difficult ★★★★☆

Orthodoxy G.K. Chesterton College/13-15 Difficult ★★★☆☆

Religious Affections Jonathan Edwards College/13-15 Difficult ★★★☆☆

9 Confessions Augustine College/12-14 Difficult ★★★☆☆

The Imitation of Christ Thomas à Kempis High School/11-13 Moderately Difficult ★★★☆☆

Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God Jonathan Edwards High School/11-13 Moderately Difficult ★★★☆☆

The Pilgrim's Progress John Bunyan High School/10-12 Moderately Difficult ★★★☆☆

Luther's 95 Theses Martin Luther High School/10-12 Moderately Difficult ★★★☆☆

How Now Shall We Live Chuck Colson High School/9-11 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

Knowing God J.I. Packer High School/9-11 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

The Knowledge of the Holy A.W. Tozer High School/9-11 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer High School/9-11 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis High School/8-10 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

The Screwtape Letters C.S. Lewis High School/8-10 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

The Lord of the Rings J.R.R. Tolkien High School/8-10 Moderate ★★☆☆☆

The Pursuit of God A.W. Tozer Middle School/7-9 Moderately Easy ★★☆☆☆

The Practice of the Presence of God Brother Lawrence Middle School/7-9 Moderately Easy ★★☆☆☆

Chronicles of Narnia C.S. Lewis Middle School/6-8 Easy ★☆☆☆☆

Radical David Platt Middle School/6-8 Easy ★☆☆☆☆

Crazy Love Francis Chan Middle School/6-8 Easy ★☆☆☆☆

In His Steps Charles Sheldon Middle School/6-8 Easy ★☆☆☆☆

27 The Purpose Driven Life Rick Warren Elementary/5-7 Easiest ★☆☆☆☆
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Week Date Theme Description

1 July 13 The Foundation of Faith
Explore how the Reformation's call back to Scripture laid 

the groundwork for returning to biblical simplicity.
Luther's 95 Theses

Calvin's Institutes of 

the Christian Religion

Campbell's The 

Christian System

2 July 20
Knowing the Character of 

God

Discover God's attributes through three different eras 

showing He is both knowable and beyond full 

comprehension.

Tozer's The 

Knowledge of the Holy
Packer's Knowing God

Aquinas' Summa 

Theologica 

(selections)

3 July 27

The Journey of 

Conversion and 

Confession

Examine authentic spiritual experience from 

autobiography's father to America's greatest theologian.

Augustine's 

Confessions

Edwards' Religious 

Affections

4 Aug. 3
The Cost of True 

Discipleship

Challenge comfortable Christianity through voices that 

demand everything in following Christ.

Bonhoeffer's The Cost 

of Discipleship
Platt's Radical Chan's Crazy Love

5 Aug. 10
The Pursuit of God's 

Presence

Discover that God desires intimate fellowship with 

ordinary believers across three centuries of seeking.

Tozer's The Pursuit of 

God

Brother Lawrence's 

The Practice of the 

Presence of God

Thomas à Kempis' 

The Imitation of Christ

6 Aug. 24
The Reality of Spiritual 

Warfare

Explore the spiritual battle for human souls through wit 

and fire-and-brimstone warnings.

Lewis' The Screwtape 

Letters

Edwards' Sinners in 

the Hands of an Angry 

God

Peretti's This Present 

Darkness

7 Aug. 31 Defending the Faith
Witness the golden age of Christian apologetics 

demonstrating Christianity's intellectual credibility.

Chesterton's 

Orthodoxy

Chesterton's The 

Everlasting Man

Lewis' Mere 

Christianity

8 Sept. 7
The Christian Worldview 

and Society

Understand how Christians should engage the world 

through voices from Rome's fall to modernity's rise.

Augustine's The City 

of God

Chesterton's 

Orthodoxy (selections)

Colson's How Now 

Shall We Live

9 Sept. 14 The Pilgrim's Journey

Experience the Christian life as a journey toward God 

through cosmic vision, everyman allegory, and practical 

action.

Bunyan's The Pilgrim's 

Progress

Dante's Divine 

Comedy (selections)
Sheldon's In His Steps

10 Sept. 21
Faith, Reason, and 

Wonder

See how Christianity engages both mind and imagination 

through rational foundation and imaginative power.

Lewis' Chronicles of 

Narnia (selections)

Tolkien's The Lord of 

the Rings (selections)

Aquinas' Summa 

Theologica 

(selections)

11 Sept. 28
Purpose and Meaning in 

Life

Compare contemporary approaches to purpose with 

insights from earlier authors on life's fundamental 

question.

Warren's The Purpose 

Driven Life

Selections from 

various authors

12 Oct. 5
The Unity of Christian 

Truth

Demonstrate the remarkable unity of Christian truth 

across 1,600 years of faithful witnesses.

Synthesis of major 

themes

Brief readings from 

multiple authors

Great Christian Literature Course Schedule
Woodlawn Christian Church - Fellowship in Christ Class

Texts
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