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Tabernacle



Solomon’s Temple



New Testament: House Churches



Early Church



Emperor Constantine, 306-337
Edict of Milan, 313



Poor Man’s Bible
carvings, paintings, mosaics, or stained-glass windows



Building Terminology

• Church: any place built for worship

• Cathedral: the seat of a bishop
• Built for glory of God

• Abbey: part of a monastic order
• Benedictine, Augustinian, Franciscan, Dominican, Jesuit, etc.

• Basilica: special designation by the Pope due to something 
important
• Often due to relics and/or pilgrimage.

• Latin Cross and Greek Cross



Latin Cross 
and 
Greek Cross



Church of the Nativity (Basilica)
Bethlehem, AD 325/556











Church of St. Catherine 
(adjacent to Church of the Nativity), 1882





Hagia Sophia
Istanbul (Constantinople) Turkey, AD 360/415/537, 85,680 sf









Hagia Sophia



Original St. Peter’s: 
Rome, 333



St. Peter’s Basilica: 
Vatican City, Rome, 1626
163,180 sf













La Pieta – Michelangelo (1499)



Sistine Chapel (1508-1512)





Christ Church Cathedral:
Canterbury, England, 597 (1077)











St. Paul’s 
Cathedral:

London, 
England, 
604/1087/
1710

84,765 sf









Charles and 
Diana - 1981



Basilica San 
Marco 

(St. Mark’s 
Basilica):

Venice, Italy,
836/1063





Collegiate 
Church of Saint 

Peter at 
Westminster 

(Westminster 
Abbey):
London, 

England, 
959/1066
54,002 sf









Notre Dame:
Paris, France, 12th – 14th centuries
51,667 sf





Rose Windows
North, South, West







St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral:

New York City, 
1879,

26,909 sf





La Sagrada 
Familia:

Barcelona, 
Spain, 

1882 – 2026,
58,125 sf





Nativity 
Facade











Passion 
Facade









Glory Facade 

(will be main 
entrance when 
completed)













Cathedral Church of 
St. Peter and St. Paul 

(Washington 
National Cathedral):

Washington, D.C., 
1907-1990,

83,011 sf











Metropolitan 
Cathedral of 

Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil, 1969
86,111 sq ft







Southeast Christian Church, Louisville
1998



Christ’s Church of the Valley (CCV), Phoenix







Cologne 
Cathedral:

Cologne, 
Germany, 

1248



Duomo di 
Milano:

Milan, Italy, 
1386



Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore:
Florence, Italy, 1436



St. Basil’s 
Cathedral
Moscow, 

Russia, 1561



Questions?



Appendix
Cathedral crosses

Stained glass windows

Tombs?





Constantine: The original St. Peter’s in Rome



New St. Peters

16th and 17th centuries – Demolish and rebuild

Michealangelo



Cathedrals
Wilbur Reid

June 21, 2024

Church - Place of Worship 

Chapel - smaller room for worship and adoration, no specific priest 

Cathedral - in a Diocese/district under a Bishop 

Basilica - with historical significance such as relics granted by a Pope 
(minor) 

Shrine - a place with sacred image, relics, apparitions
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